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Developmental Psychology Exam Review

What is a zygote?

What is an embryo? What develops at this stage? 

What is a fetus? 
What are the consequences of smoking while pregnant? 

What are the consequences of drinking while pregnant? 


What instincts do newborns have? 

What is the rooting reflex?

What is stable throughout life and usually seen within hours of birth? 

How fast to nerve cells develop in an infant? What motor milestones are a function of neural development? 

What is Piaget’s core belief? 

Piaget says schemas are based on what two things? 

What are Piaget’s Stages of Development? (Include name, age range, and key features) 

1.

2.

3.

4.  

What is object permanence?

What is conservation? 

What has Piaget’s research taught us? 

What is Vygotsky’s core belief? 

What is the more knowledgeable other? 

What is the zone of proximal development? 

What is adolescence? 

What is puberty? When does it happen? What happens? 

What are Kohlberg’s three stages of moral reasoning? 

1

2

3

What are Erikson’s 8 Stages of Development and the challenge faced with each stage? 

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8
What are the key characteristics for a teenager’s search for identity? 

What is the social clock? 

What is emerging adulthood and its five features? 

Young adults need to develop intimacy. Can this only be done through marriage?  

What are the characteristics of a lasting romantic relationship? 

What percent of the population gets married at least once? _______% What is the divorce rate? _______% What percentage of divorced people get re-married? _______%

What is the difference between Alzheimer’s and Senile Dementia? 
How does one’s physical body deteriorate after age 65? 

What is the difference between fluid and crystallized intelligence? Which one gets stronger with age? 

What is hospice? 

What is the demeanor and attitude of older people when compared to younger people? 

Compare and contrast the developmental theories of Piaget, Vygotsky, and Erikson. How are they alike? How are they different? Which theory do you believe best explains the process of human growth and development? Why? 

What are some of the processes involved in teenagers developing a sense of identity? Of these things, what have you done to develop your own sense of identity? 
What are the key features of the emerging adulthood? Which of these things are you looking forward to as you enter your next life adventure? What are you concerned about? How will you try to prepare yourself for what’s ahead? 
